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I ’ve been reading through the Bible this year and II can’t help
noticing that so many of the Old Testament kings had a “holdout.” A
holdout is an area in their lives where they did not fully obey God or an
area in which they did not fully trust God. I was looking specifically at
two kings of Judah this past week; King Asa and his son Jehoshaphat.
Both these kings sought the Lord on several occasions. They sought to
restore worship of the Lord to the whole of Judah. Jehoshaphat even sent out priests
and Levite scholars to teach the word of God to the people of Judah. They tore down
many of the pagan shrines and idols of worship. Yet for all their searching for God’s will
they had areas in their lives where they stepped outside of God’s will.
Asa in the later years of his reign, instead of trusting in God made an alliance with a
foreign king to fight his cousin Israel. Jehoshaphat also made an alliance with the
despicable King Ahab of Israel having his son marry one of Ahab’s daughters. Each of
these acts only brought trouble to themselves and to their country. These hold out
areas lead to loss of life in Judah’s armies and more importantly loss of favor with God.
As I look at the Old Testament Kings were not the only ones who had hold out areas.
There were prophets and priest as well as ordinary people. Yes and we in the 21 st
century are not immune to having hold out areas in our lives. Sometimes they are small
sometimes they can be large. Some of them are hidden in out private lives and Some of
them are out there for the whole world to see. The point is that these are areas that can
keep us from being all we can be for Christ. They can rob us of our effectiveness.
Are there areas of your life that are not under control of the Spirit? They may not
seem like such a big deal but if they are off limits to God they can become a big deal.
Those alliances with other countries may have seemed like the thing to do for Asa and
his son Jehoshaphat but they brought with them some huge consequences. Anytime we
set up something as out of bounds for God we set up an idol. It becomes more
important. This can make for some negative consequences.
For some us, we know what those hold out areas may be. For others, perhaps we
need to ask God, “Do I have a holdout area?” Allow him to open your heart to areas
that you might not be aware of that have become holdouts. Then do something about it.
Ask God for forgiveness. Tell a Christian brother or sister what you need to work on and
get some accountability.
Let’s seek to make EWC a “No Holdout’s Zone.” Let’s live fully for Christ.
In Christ,

Pastor Jeff
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Bits & Pieces
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almost fatal attack of pneumonia, was the best place for young
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by Lois Fletcher

girls. Her company was so precious
and sweet that Zenda could not
think of not accompanying her.
“Two weeks of revival services
coming up soon,” she said to Zenda,
“I wouldn’t like ya ta miss one uh
dem.”
Somehow Zenda always looked
forward to these services. She
really enjoyed the singing on these
occasions. She also enjoyed seeing
the folks rejoicing while waving
their handkerchiefs in the air.
The special occasion came at
last. Everyone anticipated hearing
the foreign missionary from the
United States of America, Rev. M. L.
Peterson, superintendent of the
Pilgrim Holiness Church.
As a
preacher, this man really poured is
heart out, but Zenda could only
remember these words. “One thing
thou lackest.” The scripture lesson
was related to the young ruler who
questioned Jesus.
“One thing thou lackest.” Those
words pierced Zenda sharply. For
the first time in her life she was
totally convinced that she lacked a
vital, personal relationship with
Jesus Christ, who was presented to
the congregation.
While the
invitation song was being sung, she
struggled where she stood. She put
one foot forward and pulled it
back. Eventually she summoned up
enough courage to walk forward
and kneel at the altar. There where
everyone could see, she accepted
Jesus as her personal Savior and
best Friend.
She has never been able to
explain how such a decision could
have brought about such a
remarkable change in her life. She
was not only sorry for all the wrong
things she did but she was willing to
stop doing them and even
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Bible Sticks for Military
Around the world the men
and women of the U.S.
military are defending our
freedom and helping to fight
the war on terror.
Many of these soldiers,
sailors, airmen, and Marines
live in cramped quarters with
other
personnel,
in
very
uncomfortable
and
challenging
circumstances, working hard and
putting in long hours every day — too
tired to read a Bible, even if they have

one.
The Military Bible Stick
reaches these service men
and women, deployed in
some of the most dangerous
areas of the world, with
God’s Word in audio — It
can go with them and
sustain them in even the most
difficult circumstances.
It contains the entire Audio Drama
New Testament and selected Psalms
chosen specifically for “warriors,” yet

it’s only about the size of a pack of
chewing gum.
Designed to military specifications
for safe and discreet use in low-light
conditions, it features a matte black
finish and red-light-only operation —
and runs on a single AAA battery!
Military BibleSticks provide real
hope for our heroes! The offering will
be taken on the Sunday’s of March
6th and March 13th. Please mark
your offering envelopes for Military
Bibles
Learn
more
at

militarybiblestick.com

New in the Church Library
NEW DVD’S
My Hope America: With Billy Graham: put out by
Pure/Flix – The Special features. “the Cross, Defining
moments, Lose to Gain. Designed to engage the
mind and the senses about the hope we find in
Jesus Christ. Great for encouragement… the hope
we have and Evangelism, the hope others need.
Well put together call to find your hope in Jesus
Christ.
“My Hope combines the impact of video programs with
the power of personal relationships. Christians can share
the Gospel message with friends, family, colleagues, and
neighbors using one of several evangelistic video
programs featuring life-changing testimonies and
powerful messages from Billy Graham and Franklin
Graham.”
.

Bits and Pieces
apologize to those she had hurt and
wronged.
After her conversion, she could not
resist telling her school friends about
Jesus, her wonderful Friend. Many of
them also willingly accepted Him. In
addition to this she has a great desire
to be alone with Him as often as
possible. This desire resulted in a
very
picturesque,
unforgettable
experience.
It became customary for her to rise
early and retreat to a woodland area

Paper Dream – American Family Studios Presentation;
For as long as she can remember, Christy Davis has
wanted to be a mom, but things haven’t worked out the
way she imagined them. When hopes of getting
pregnant fall through, she and her husband Matt
turn to adoption, but will that be enough to fill
their longing for a child? American Family Studios
is proud to present a story of hope in the midst of
difficult circumstances. Do unfulfilled dreams define who
we are, or is God enough to give us fulfillment? Runtime:
Approximately 40 minutes
NEW Radio Drama on CD’S
The Search For Whit: Adventure in Odyssey: Whit and
the Characters of Odyssey race to discover if the tomb
really was empty?

….continued from p. 2
or a field nearby to pray. Early one
morning while enjoying the bless of
some precious moments with her
Savior, an unexpected shower of rain
came and soaked her. On entering
her home, her mother wept when she
saw her. She was afraid that she was
mentally ill. Surprisingly, she never
suffered any physical affects from
this.
At the age of fifteen she was
baptized and three years later, she
entered the teaching service and

by Lois Fletchter

served as a public school teacher for
twelve years. Her best Friend called
her to work with Him in the field of
Christian Education. In preparation
for this task, she completed four years
of training at Caribbean Wesleyan
College.
She can now appreciate being
called a good person because of the
Highest Good Christ Jesus, who
controls her life. Now when she if
referred to as good, she simply passes
the compliments on to Jesus.
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Positive Perspective
We celebrated our
25th wedding anniversary
with a dinner cruise off the
coast of Honolulu, Hawaii.
The next day or so, we
enjoyed another dinner on
the top floor of a hotel
with a great view of Honolulu.
Besides the lovely memory of sitting
across the table from my favorite
girl, I specifically remember the iced
tea with a spear of fresh pineapple in
it. Isn’t it interesting the little things
that stick in our minds?
One year later, on our 26th
anniversary, we had sandwiches at
McDonald’s. No, we did not suddenly
plunge into poverty. And by the way,
the trip to Hawaii was not an
indication of our wealth, unless you
count being wealthy in Christian
friends, because that certainly was
the case. The church I served in
Owosso, Michigan, gave the trip to
us as a gift.

by Rev. Ron McClung

No, we were not suddenly
poor the following year. We
were helping Carol’s parents
move and stopping at
McDonald’s for lunch was
probably the only time that
day we had a few minutes to
ourselves. But, like the trip to Hawaii,
it made a memory.
Fortunately, there have been
lots of other great memories.
Although we spent very few
anniversaries in exotic places, we
have been together for all of them. In
a few days, we will celebrate fiftythree years since that hot July day
when we said, “I do,” and meant it.
When God initiated marriage
between Adam and Eve, he said “a
man will leave his father and mother
and be united to his
wife” (Genesis2:24 NIV). The old King
James Version said the man would
“cleave unto his wife.” The biblical
word for “cleave” means “cling, keep

close, be glued to.”
Carol’s father performed the
ceremony and my brother, also a
minister, assisted. I don’t know what
kind of glue they used, but it has
worked extremely well. I was
fortunate to find a wife who is
perfect for me, thoughtful, loving,
and understanding of my workaholic
tendencies.
She is my best friend. This is
not to suggest that we don’t have
our differences. But the ways in
which we are different are often
complementary. We are compatible.
We enhance each other. I am one of
the most fortunate men I know
because I have been blessed with a
wonderful companion for more than
half a century.
Ron McClung is the former
district superintendent of the IowaMinnesota district and current
assistant general secretary of the
Wesleyan Church in Fishers, Indiana.

Dad’s Corner
Hey Dad,
Get out the sunscreen, get your Fun
ON, and get ready for a great 4th of
July. Think you've lost your fun dadside? Check out this great email from
fellow familyman, Jeremie (TN).
Todd,
We went camping recently. The older
kids (oldest is 17) can remember
when I was the fun dad. Now-a-days
it seems my back hurts a lot and I
have migraines. So I have all the
excuses I need to not be the fun dad
anymore.
The first day we walked down to
the beach at the camp resort and I did
not wear my suit, so I had an excuse
not to go into the cold water with the
little kids. I played sand volleyball
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by Todd Wilson
with the older kids. The next day we
biked to the beach and I wore my
swimming suit. I had put my suit on
because I knew my little kids needed
their dad to play with them in the
water, but I still really did not want to
go in the water. It was not a hot day
and the water was freezing. We had a
blast. I twirled the little kids around in
the water. I took some of the middle
kids out to the buoys that marked out
the swimming area which was about
5ft deep, which meant I had to go to
the point of no return and got cold up
to my neck.
My older son had not worn his
suit, so he saw I was playing in the
water and rode his bike back to camp
to get his suit on. I was about to get

out when my wife told me he had
gone back for his suit. So I decided to
stay in for a while longer. We played
Frisbee in the water when he got
back.
Then some of us built a sand castle.
My wife asked later why I went in the
freezing water, and I told her, Todd
Wilson told me I should. My children
love playing kick the can when we
have friends over, but usually will only
play if I will play. So I guess since I
have a 6 month old, I have a few
more years of going in cold water and
kick the can. I guess I better get back
in shape so I can keep up with them.
(Todd Wilson is a dad, writer,
conference speaker, and former pastor.
Check
out
his
ministry
at
www.familymanweb.com)
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GLOBAL PRAYER-NET
Weekly Prayer and Praise Page of Global Partners
July 26, 2016

Immigrant Ministry
The following update is from our missionary team* ministering to Muslim immigrants in Europe:
"Rachel* wants to be baptized this summer. She is growing in her relationship with Jesus and in her understanding of
the meaning of baptism. Additionally, Olivia*, a young woman who is being discipled, recently had a dream about
Jesus. Olivia was greatly encouraged by her dream and has since then begun reading a daily devotional and making
healthier life choices. Pray for Rachel’s and Olivia’s growth in the Lord. Pray for a date to be set this summer for
Rachel’s baptism."

Czech Republic
Missionaries Jason and Kerensa McFrederick sent the following prayer requests:
This month Jason had the privilege of joining Pastor Tomas Mojzis at a leadership retreat with a group of nine young
leaders who desire to go deeper with God and serve him in new ways. There was a powerful time of affirmation,
prayer, and anointing for each one. Most of these young adults have little or no support from their families as they
endeavor to follow Christ. Pray
Praise God! This is the 20th year of EuroCamp in the Czech Republic. It's amazing to consider the many lives changed
and all the good news seeds planted over the years. This year’s camp is from July 23-30. Pray for God to prepare
hearts of the not-yet-believers who are present. Pray for God to embolden the campers who are believers,
and pray for their witness and testimony to be strong. Pray for God to move in mighty ways this year! There are some
long-time campers and staff who are still not saying, "Yes, God. I believe and I'll follow you." Please pray that this
would be the year they do.
TURKIC/ARABIC MUSLIM AREA
Fotizo People
Missionaries* among the Fotizo people sent the following praise report and prayer requests:
"Prior to meeting him, all I knew about this young man was that he wanted to talk about the Bible and that Jesus
comes to him in dreams up to three times a week. As we talked, he explained that he doesn't believe the Islam he
was raised in. He also explained that twice each day when the Muslim call to prayer sounds (early morning and late at
night), he becomes so anxious and unsettled that he has to take medication. I told him I would pray for him, and I also
gave him a Bible. He said he was eager to begin reading it. A week later I checked in with him and he had read quite a
bit of the Bible. I asked about his anxiety, and he said that there had been no change. I suggested that the next time it
happened to read Psalm 23, since many people find it comforting. The very next day he texted me to say that when
the call to prayer sounded, he read that Psalm and felt completely at peace! There is power in God’s word!
"We pray that God would receive the glory for pushing back the darkness in people’s lives. Pray that the Fotizo people
would have opportunities to hear the original good news the gospel of Jesus Christ. Praythat God would use us to
connect with those who are searching for truth."
*Names omitted or changed for security reasons
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Youth Group
Wednesdays
6:00 Prayer
6:09-7:15 p.m.
T

Youth Camp
Out
August 12-15
A big thanks to summer youth intern
for your work with the youth this summer and sharing his first
ever sermon with us. Thank you, Tyler! We pray you have a
good year back at school. You will be missed!
Tyler’s last Sunday will be August 7th and he will be preaching
one more time. Let’s give him a good send off!

New in the Church Library
Too Small To Ignore: Wes
Stafford – President and CEO of
Compassion International shares
“Why Children are the Next Big Thing.”
The God of Yes: Jud Wilhite – How faith makes all
things new.
NEW DVDS
Does God Exist?: Building the Scientific Case –
True U from Focus on the Family and the Truth
Project. There are ten 25-30 minute sessions with Dr.
Stephen Meyer about the evidence for existence of
God and what this world tells us about him. This
would be great for personal growth or to use in a
small group.
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Looking Ahead...
September 11

Back to Church Sunday/
Sunday School Brunch
October 22
Fall Festival
October 29/31
Rake-N-Run

Wednesday Nights
5-6 p.m.
Care-N-Share Meal
No meal August 3 because of
Vacation Bible School
6:09 p.m. Youth
6:15 Prayer Time
7:30 p.m. Worship Team Practice
Looking Ahead to Fall

Fall Festival Meeting
Monday, August 22
7:00 p.m.

It’s that time again. Summer is quickly fading away
and we need to be preparing for fall ministry. We
have an awesome opportunity to connect with this
community on October 22nd. Our community has an
Octoberfest with activities throughout the community.
This year again we would like to have some family
friendly activities. Our fall festival is designed to draw
families into contact with the church and with the love
of Christ.
Our first planning meeting is being
scheduled for August Monday, 22nd at 7pm at the
church. We are looking for some people who would
like to help organize activities and games to serve our
community. If you would like give us a hand just join
us for this meeting. We need all sorts of talents and
gifts.

Wesleyan pastor says no American should be
forced to participate in abortion
No American citizen should be forced to participate
in abortion, according to a pastor who spoke in the
wake of the vote on the Conscience Protection Act
Read more about Wesleyan pastor, Jim Garlow in
the news….oneline here.

http://tinyurl.com/z64jqph

Vacation Bible School

A place you can find hope!

Emily Wesleyan Church
40141 State Highway 6
P.O. Box 153
Emily, MN 56447

August 1-5
6:00-8:30 p.m.

Group’s

Egypt
Joseph’s Journey from prison to palace
Ages pre-school thru 6th grade
For more information call the church or talk to
Karla Blevins.

