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story has been told about two lumberjacks Ole and Sven. The
first, Ole, was a young man tall and strong. You know the type with
muscles on top of muscles. The second, Sven, was a middle aged man,
not especially impressive in stature or looks. Both men went out to the
woods with their axes to cut down a section of trees the boss told them
to cut. Ole started the day out well. By noon he had 10 trees cut down
and ready for loading. But the in the afternoon things slowed down. He
only cut down another five. He looked over at Sven’s pile. He had 20.
Now Ole was a little embarrassed to be shown up by an older man. So the next day he
tried harder. But he was only able to cut down 13 trees to Sven’s 20. The third day Ole
kept an Eye on Sven as he worked. He noticed that every so often Sven would take a
break and disappear into the woods for a while and return to get back to work. At the
end of the day Ole had cut down even fewer trees and Sven, well he cut down 21.
At the end of the day Ole took Sven aside and asked, “What is your secret? I work
hard all day without any breaks and I keep seeing less and less progress. You on the
other hand take several breaks throughout the day and you keep cutting down more
trees than I do.”
Sven looked at Ole and said “When’s the last time to you sharpened your axe?”
Ole responded, “Sharpen my axe. I’ve been working so hard I haven’t had time to
sharpen my axe.” To which Sven replied, “There is your problem. I take breaks
throughout the day not just to rest the body but to sharpen my tools. Dull tools make for
ineffective work.”
That is so true of much of life. We need to have sharp tools with which to work.
Sometimes sharpening the tools requires getting some rest. Sometimes it involved
getting some training. Other times it requires us to get some counseling. Sometimes it
involves getting new and better resources to work with.
In your life what would it take to “get sharp” once again? Take some time think it
through. Then take the time to get it done. The better our tools, the better our impact
will be as the body of Christ.
In Christ,

Pastor Jeff
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Bits & Pieces

she was left with only enough
energy to walk a distance f one mile
O. L. King
to and from school. Her only
Caribbean
defense, however, was nothing else
Zenda Phillips disliked being than a needle or a common pin,
called a good girl. Whenever she with which she was well
heard such words as “she’s a good armed. She would eagerly await an
girl” or “there goes a nice girl,” she opportunity to use these, such as
felt most uneasy. “Certainly I don’t when a lesson was most interesting
deserve such,” she thought.
or the classroom was very
“Why would someone say such?” quiet. An unwelcome injection was
she questioned. Was it because , as enough to make someone jump
my mother often
high
and
said, You are goodscream.
The
lad to keep your children out
looking?
teacher
did
not
Those words
of .” pierced
She was the oldest
even bother to
Zenda sharply. For
in
a
family
of
look
at
the first time in her
seven. Because of this,
Zenda.
Indeed,
life she was totally
she often felt that she
the “best pupil”
convinced that she
should
be
given
in the course
lacked a vital,
attention
would not have
personal relationship
first. Whenever she
done such a
with Jesus Christ
was
denied
this
thing.
Again
privilege, she would
someone bore
resort to a corner to sulk. No the lashes while Zenda appeared
wonder she soon looked like “figure innocent.
one.” Her first sister was one year
Strangely enough, Zenda
younger but she was twice her maintained a good attendance at
size. She simply couldn’t bear to Sunday school during these early
think of this. In strange ways, she years. Granny saw to it that she
set about to prove to her sister that went to Sunday school, especially
she was the older. Zenda thought after she was successful in the
that an occasional pinch or a slap entrance examination to secondary
was
enough
to
convince school. Her simple exhortation to
her. Strangely enough, no one Zenda was, “Girl, if ya keep in de
believed that she was the House of the Lord, He will see ya
offender. Everyone agreed that thru.”
someone was guilty. As a witness
During those early years Zenda
for the case, Zenda gleamed with was very much impressed by the
delight as “the someone” took the stories, which she heard about
lashes while she went scot- Jesus. He soon become one of her
free.
favorite historical heroes.
As a primary and a junior she
It was in her early teens that the
would never try to defend herself unexpected happened. Of course it
when the other girls teased her at was not unusual for Granny to take
school. Certainly she was not me to church with her for she
strong enough to do so. After an always felt that the house of God
almost fatal attack of pneumonia, was the best place for young
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girls. Her company was so precious
and sweet that Zenda could not
think of not accompanying her.
“Two weeks of revival services
coming up soon,” she said to Zenda,
“I wouldn’t like ya ta miss one uh
dem.”
Somehow Zenda always looked
forward to these services. She
really enjoyed the singing on these
occasions. She also enjoyed seeing
the folks rejoicing while waving
their handkerchiefs in the air.
The special occasion came at
last. Everyone anticipated hearing
the foreign missionary from the
United States of America, Rev. M. L.
Peterson, superintendent of the
Pilgrim Holiness Church.
As a
preacher, this man really poured is
heart out, but Zenda could only
remember these words. “One thing
thou lackest.” The scripture lesson
was related to the young ruler who
questioned Jesus.
“One thing thou lackest.” Those
words pierced Zenda sharply. For
the first time in her life she was
totally convinced that she lacked a
vital, personal relationship with
Jesus Christ, who was presented to
the congregation.
While the
invitation song was being sung, she
struggled where she stood. She put
one foot forward and pulled it
back. Eventually she summoned up
enough courage to walk forward
and kneel at the altar. There where
everyone could see, she accepted
Jesus as her personal Savior and
best Friend.
She has never been able to
explain how such a decision could
have brought about such a
remarkable change in her life. She
was not only sorry for all the wrong
things she did but she was willing to
stop doing them and even
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Bible Sticks for Military
Around the world the men
and women of the U.S.
military are defending our
freedom and helping to fight
the war on terror.
Many of these soldiers,
sailors, airmen, and Marines
live in cramped quarters with
other
personnel,
in
very
uncomfortable
and
challenging
circumstances, working hard and
putting in long hours every day — too
tired to read a Bible, even if they have

one.
The Military Bible Stick
reaches these service men
and women, deployed in
some of the most dangerous
areas of the world, with
God’s Word in audio — It
can go with them and
sustain them in even the most
difficult circumstances.
It contains the entire Audio Drama
New Testament and selected Psalms
chosen specifically for “warriors,” yet

it’s only about the size of a pack of
chewing gum.
Designed to military specifications
for safe and discreet use in low-light
conditions, it features a matte black
finish and red-light-only operation —
and runs on a single AAA battery!
Military BibleSticks provide real
hope for our heroes! The offering will
be taken on the Sunday’s of March
6th and March 13th. Please mark
your offering envelopes for Military
Bibles
Learn
more
at

militarybiblestick.com

New in the Church Library
NEW DVD’S
My Hope America: With Billy Graham: put out by
Pure/Flix – The Special features. “the Cross, Defining
moments, Lose to Gain. Designed to engage the
mind and the senses about the hope we find in
Jesus Christ. Great for encouragement… the hope
we have and Evangelism, the hope others need.
Well put together call to find your hope in Jesus
Christ.
“My Hope combines the impact of video programs with
the power of personal relationships. Christians can share
the Gospel message with friends, family, colleagues, and
neighbors using one of several evangelistic video
programs featuring life-changing testimonies and
powerful messages from Billy Graham and Franklin
Graham.”
.

Bits and Pieces
apologize to those she had hurt and
wronged.
After her conversion, she could not
resist telling her school friends about
Jesus, her wonderful Friend. Many of
them also willingly accepted Him. In
addition to this she has a great desire
to be alone with Him as often as
possible. This desire resulted in a
very
picturesque,
unforgettable
experience.
It became customary for her to rise
early and retreat to a woodland area

Paper Dream – American Family Studios Presentation;
For as long as she can remember, Christy Davis has
wanted to be a mom, but things haven’t worked out the
way she imagined them. When hopes of getting
pregnant fall through, she and her husband Matt
turn to adoption, but will that be enough to fill
their longing for a child? American Family Studios
is proud to present a story of hope in the midst of
difficult circumstances. Do unfulfilled dreams define who
we are, or is God enough to give us fulfillment? Runtime:
Approximately 40 minutes
NEW Radio Drama on CD’S
The Search For Whit: Adventure in Odyssey: Whit and
the Characters of Odyssey race to discover if the tomb
really was empty?

….continued from p. 2
or a field nearby to pray. Early one
morning while enjoying the bless of
some precious moments with her
Savior, an unexpected shower of rain
came and soaked her. On entering
her home, her mother wept when she
saw her. She was afraid that she was
mentally ill. Surprisingly, she never
suffered any physical affects from
this.
At the age of fifteen she was
baptized and three years later, she
entered the teaching service and

by Lois Fletchter

served as a public school teacher for
twelve years. Her best Friend called
her to work with Him in the field of
Christian Education. In preparation
for this task, she completed four years
of training at Caribbean Wesleyan
College.
She can now appreciate being
called a good person because of the
Highest Good Christ Jesus, who
controls her life. Now when she if
referred to as good, she simply passes
the compliments on to Jesus.
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Positive Perspective
It was Carol’s turn.
I wanted to travel into
eastern West Virginia and
see Blackwater Falls again.
But once we accomplished
that goal, we drove to
Ohio to grant Carol’s wish
to visit Sugarcreek in general and the
Honey Bee Café in particular. We had
read about the café owner’s story in a
religious magazine and Carol had read
about the area in a series of novels on
“Sugarcreek’s Amish mysteries.”
We enjoyed a delightful lunch at
the café and had the added treat of
meeting the owner and several
members of her family. We consumed
delicious food and discovered the
warm hospitality of the people.
Sugarcreek is called “The Little
Switzerland of Ohio.” German and
Swiss immigrants, including many
Amish families, were some of the
original settlers. The town boasts of
the world’s largest cuckoo clock, an
Alpine Hills historical museum, and

by Rev. Ron McClung

large brick factories. At the
museum, we saw an Amish
kitchen, an 1890s cheese house,
and a carpenter’s shop without
power tools. We also saw a
print shop with a linotype
machine similar to the one in
use at the newspaper where I worked
my way through college more than
fifty years ago. Of course, before
leaving the area, we had to buy some
cheese and other items from the
Swiss bulk foods store.
Not only at the café but
throughout
Sugarcreek,
we
experienced warm hospitality. It
reminded me that Paul told his
friends
in
Rome:
“Practice
hospitality” (Romans12:13). In the
first century, when few inns were
clean and safe, Christians often
assisted travelers. In fact, one writer
suggested that by doing so, we may
be showing “hospitality to angels
without knowing it” (Hebrews 13:2
NIV).

Dad’s Corner
Hey Dad,
Last week my son Cal (10) flew with
me to Dothan, AL for a speaking
event. As a dad, I don’t get much oneon-one time with any of my children,
but when I do…it’s wonderful. I know
Cal liked it. He was boasting (much to
my wife's chagrin) that on the
morning of the flight, he ate two
donuts, a McDonald’s cinnamon melt,
Mike and Ikes, peanuts, pretzels, and
Diet Coke…all before8:30AM!!
It was a great weekend of a goofy
son with his goofy dad. We laughed,
sang made-up, LOUD songs, and had
an adventure…one that will never be
forgotten. Cal made sure of that.
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He kept our room key cards, the
Southwest wings that a nice flight
attendant named Bobbie gave him,
and some pictures he took with the
ipad (including one of him in the
cockpit). Like Father Like Son, I heard
the phrase in my heart.
Just like his old dad, Cal knows
that ‘souvenirs’ help us recall special
times and special people. Without
them, I would soon forget how much
fun we had in Dothan. But when I see
those wings, that picture, or the key
card…I will remember.
My kids have learned from their
sentimental dad to be collectors as
well…and it warms my heart. One day
they’ll collect their own bottles of
It warmed my heart to see him dirt, shells, empty cups, and movie
collect souvenirs of our special time. ticket stubs of the times with their

I remember once as a child that a
man showed up at our door soon
after Sunday dinner. We uncharitably
called such people “bums” or “hobos”
in those days. He may well have been
what we would refer to as “homeless”
today. But I recall my mother sending
him on his way with a thick ham
sandwich, made from the leftovers of
our ample dinner.
In whatever form it takes, I
encourage you to watch for
opportunities to show kindness. In
one place, Paul even recommended
that we “clothe” ourselves with
kindness (Colossians 3:12). So before
leaving your home each day, look in
the mirror. Are you dressed for
kindness?
Ron McClung is the former
district superintendent of the IowaMinnesota district and current
assistant general secretary of the
Wesleyan Church in Fishers, Indiana.

by Todd Wilson
kids. And as they’re remembering
their special times with their family…
just maybe they’ll think of me and
think, “My dad did the same thing.”
Dad, if you’re a ‘souvenir’
collector, keep doing it even if your
wife calls it junk. Dad, if you’re not a
souvenir collector, START. You can’t
count on your memory.
(Todd Wilson is a dad, writer,
conference speaker, and former
pastor. Check out his ministry at
www.familymanweb.com)
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GLOBAL PRAYER-NET
Weekly Prayer and Praise Page of Global Partners
August 25, 2016

"HOW BEAUTIFUL ARE THE FEET OF THOSE WHO BRING GOOD NEWS OF GOOD THINGS!"
10:14-15

AMPLIFIED LABORERS
As the population of the earth grows to over 7 billion, so does the number of unreached people in the
world. Over 3 billion are unreached by the gospel.* The numbers are sobering. We know that God works
powerfully through prayer and that prayer is foundational in seeing lives, families, communities, and even
entire nations transformed. Global Partners believes and is praying for God to double our reaching capacity
by the year 2020. With more than 3 billion unreached people, there is a divine urgency for the work that is
before us. We need every follower of Jesus mobilized for this cause—the world is waiting.
 Pray for God to hear and answer our prayers about raising up workers to go to those without access to
the gospel.



Pray for the Holy Spirit to stir hearts and embolden people to say a clear yes to God’s call to the nations
and to personally give their lives for the mission.



Pray for Global Partners’ international missionary force to grow to 400 missionaries by June 1, 2020.
Believing that everyone who hears can be made new, we petition God with holy confidence in the name of
Jesus to send out workers into the harvest.

EUROPE AREA
Immigrant Ministry
Our missionary team* who are ministering to immigrants living in Europe sent the following report:
"Our team is partnering with another church organization established in Europe to reach out to Muslim
immigrants here. The last week of May we hosted a seminar to better equip churches in developing
relationships with immigrants. Our teammates have also been involved in training local churches that are
interested in connecting with their new Muslim neighbors. God has given us favor and opened doors to work
alongside European brothers and sisters. In July the church we are a part of held an outdoor baptism
service. It was incredible! We witnessed the baptism of 33 new brothers and sisters from Iran, Mongolia, and
Afghanistan—almost all were previously Muslims. It was inspiring to hear their stories. Many of them have
had dreams or visions with Jesus specifically speaking to them. Please pray that God would protect these
new followers of Jesus.
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Youth Group
Wednesdays
6:00 Prayer
6:09-7:15 p.m.

No Youth Aug. 31 & Sept 7
Fall Impact Youth
Ministry

KICK-OFF
Wednesday, September 14
6:09 p.m.

Announcing...
Our New Church Website
www.emilywesleyan.org
(changed from .com)
Check out the new Emily
Wesleyan Church website,
www.emilywesleyan.org
as
well as the new Emily
Wesleyan Church Facebook
page.
Penny Stiles and her team have done a great job of
putting together a tool that can be used by the church and
by others to find out about what is happening at EWC.
There is a treasure of information and helpful features.
There is a calendar that will be up-to-date and can be a
great tool this winter to check if activities are canceled due
to weather as well as so much more.
A GREAT BIG THANKS to Penny
Stiles for sharing her impressive skills to
build our new website!
Check it out for yourself and make sure you “like” us on
Facebook.

New in the Church Library

NEW Book on CD’S
Cold Case Christianity: J. Warner
Wallace. A homicide detective investigates

the claims of the gospel.
Cold Case
Christianity is an awesome book for those
who love detective novels and the way they
solve crimes. Wallace uses his detective
skills to prove the reliability of the gospels as
eye witness writings. Take a look at this unique look at the
gospel and see if it changes your heart as it did for the
author.

Looking Ahead...
Sunday School Brunch
Prayer Service
Back to Church Sunday
Church Board Meeting
Kid’s Club Begins

September 4
September 8
September 11
September 22
October 5

Pastor’s Sabbatical
Pastor Jeff will be on sabbatical
September 1st through November
25th.
Please pray for him as he
takes time for rest renewal and
reflection. Pray for Linda and Nathan
as they are here in Emily while he is
away. Ben will be coming here to help. Linda will be
joining Pastor Jeff at a retreat center for some time in
October. Ministry responsibilities will be taken care of by
various members of the Local Board of administration
and the church. Emails and phone calls will be covered.
Please check the bulletin for those who are in charge of
various areas.

Wednesday Nights
5-6 p.m.
Care-N-Share Meal
6:09 p.m. Youth
Starting again Sept 14

Impact Youth Fall KICK-OFF
6:15 Prayer Time
7:30 p.m. Worship Team Practice

Fall is upon us!
Time for back to school

and

Back to
Sunday School!
September 4th

A place you can find hope!

Emily Wesleyan Church
40141 State Highway 6
P.O. Box 153
Emily, MN 56447

Sunday School Brunch
10:00 a.m..
Fall Classes will be announced

September 11th
Sunday School
Begins
10:30 a.m.

"Also, in July our team welcomed two new Global Partners missionary families to our
team here in Europe. God’s been so faithful to provide gifted, humble servants to help
us expand the work here. Please pray that we would do a good job welcoming,
orienting, and equipping them to be effective."

