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s fall is here among us and the leaves are continuing to fall I
was reminded of that one oak tree in the back yard. You know the
one. The one that sheds it branches all summer… then when it
comes time to shed its leaves just won’t let go. I often wait and wait
for the leaves to come down because, let’s face it, no one wants to
do a job twice, but they don’t seem to fall. They just hang on the
branches. No particular reason… They have outlived their usefulness. They no longer
take nutrients from the tree. They just hang there shriveled up and looking bleaker
and bleaker as the days go by.
Kind of reminds me of my own life. There are things that were once useful that no
longer have any use. There are also other thoughts and attitudes about myself, others
and God that are incorrect, old, useless… Yet they seem to hang on to my life. Holding
me back from what God truly wants to do in my life. We are reminded in Scripture
that we are a new creation in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17). The old has gone and the
new has come. Notice the old must go, the old leaves need to fall to the ground, in
order for the new to come, the new leaves to come out.
I am reminded continually that in order to live the life God has given for me to live I
must
“throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run
with perseverance the race marked out for us (Hebrews 12:1b).
Let’s not let the thoughts and patterns of our old life hang around. Let us ask God
for the power of the Holy Spirit to renew our hearts and minds and whole lives for the
glory of His Kingdom. Out with the old and in with the new.
In Christ,

Emily Wesleyan Church
P.O. Box 153
Emily, MN 56447

Pastor Jeff

218-763-HOPE

Community Thanksgiving Service

Pastor Jeff Drake

Sunday, November 20

hope@emily.net
www.emilywesleyan.org

Emily United Methodist Church
More info to come

Connections

V olume 11, I ssue 1

Positive Perspective
Andy Andrews tells
about a man ABC Carol and
I recently spent a week on
the Atlantic coast for some
rest and relaxation. We flew
into the Charleston, S.C.,
airport, arriving in the early
evening and since our unit
would not be ready until the following
day, we spent the first night in a
nearby motel. When we drove up to
the front of the facility, we saw that
the portico was missing. The columns,
roof, and cupola were lying in a
greenspace across the drive from the
front door.
“Must be damage from
Hurricane Matthew,” we thought, as
our arrival missed the hurricane by
about a week.
Once inside, we learned a
different story. Workers who had come
to the area to facilitate cleanup and
repair following the storm had stayed
at that motel. We noticed the big
trucks and equipment parked around
the property. The very morning before

by Rev. Ron McClung

our arrival, a worker named
Raymond had tried to drive his
big bucket truck under the
portico. Instead, he hit it and
ripped it right off the front of
the structure, trapping himself
in the truck. He was rescued
without injury, but I would love
to see if the insurance report indicated
the damage was done by Hurricane
Raymond.
Poor Raymond! Yet Matthew
and Raymond are not the only
hurricanes to affect people’s lives. I
have friends who are dealing with
Hurricane Cancer. Others have
grappled with Hurricane Divorce. Even
Hurricane Joblessness threatens to
obliterate some very capable people.
Hurricane Death and Hurricane
Sickness take their toll as well.
None of us is immune from
the devastating effects of the
hurricanes that blow through our lives.
The winds of adversity are no
respecters of person. They come after
all of us.

Yet I remember that Jesus,
asleep in a boat with his disciples when
a storm arose, “got up and rebuked
the wind and the raging waters; the
storm subsided, and all was
calm” (Luke 8:24). He makes all the
difference to those who love and
follow him.
Storms come to everybody.
Sometimes we wonder, “How do
people cope with the adversity that
threatens to crush them beneath its
pressure?” The answer for so many of
our friends is, “The God who is greater
than the storm strengthens and
sustains them.”
I don’t know what storm you
are facing, but I do know Jesus can
make a difference.
Ron McClung is the former
district superintendent of the IowaMinnesota district and current assistant
general secretary of the Wesleyan
Church in Fishers, Indiana.

Dad’s Corner
Hey Dad,
Sometimes you wonder if what you
do matters…and then God sends a
nameless stranger to cheer you
on.
It happened the other day
to me. I was wearing
my #stayingmarriedt-shirt, as I
do frequently. To be honest, I
was wondering if it was
effective as I hoped. Sure, I get the
occasional thumbs up from a passerby,
but still I was wondering. Then, a grayhaired stranger-mangot in my face.
There was something about his passion
that caught me by surprise. With his
finger pointed within 18 inches of my
face, he encouraged me to stand even
if I didn’t feel like it was making a
difference.
“Keep wearing that shirt,” he said,
“because people are looking at it.” I
don’t know if he was an angel in
disguise or just some husband…or ex-

Page 2

by Todd Wilson
husband who knew marriage is under
attack and in need of some champions
for the cause, but his words were just
what I needed to hear.
I’m guessing you might need
to hear his words as well.
Because people are looking at
you, too…my fellow husband/
dad whether you have a t-shirt
or not. They’ve got their eyes
on you to see if marriage, family, and
God really works like we ALL say it
does.
You may think your marriage has
gone unnoticed…but you’re wrong.
Feel the breath of that stranger’s words
and see the fire in his eyes as he pleads
with you. Keep loving your wife
and family…because they’re watching
you.
Thanks stranger…I needed that.
You ‘da husband and dad

(Todd Wilson is a dad, writer,
conference speaker, and former pastor.
Check
out
his
ministry
at
www.familymanweb.com)
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GLOBAL PRAYER-NET
Weekly Prayer and Praise Page of Global Partners
October 25, 2016

MISSIONARY PRAYER FOCUS
In coordination with Monday Missionary Spotlight on our Facebook page
(facebook.com/globalpartnersonline), we are asking for focused prayer this
week for Fred and Carol Cromer, missionaries to Uganda.
Fred was called to missions while at Bartlesville Wesleyan College (now
Oklahoma Wesleyan University). When Fred and Carol married, Carol accepted
Fred’s call to missions. After pastoring at Central Wesleyan Church in Kansas
City, Missouri, for ten years, they left for Africa in 1991 with their four children.
Fred and Carol have been working with Global Partners in theological education
and literacy since 1991. They have served in Zambia and Swaziland; and currently, they ae working with The
Wesleyan Church of Uganda. Fred teaches at the Wesleyan Bible Institute in Busia and is serving with the Ugandan
leaders to develop The Wesleyan Church of Uganda. Carol is working with adult literacy through Literacy and
Evangelism International, helping to train adults to read and write in their mother tongue.

Prayer Points
-Pray that The Wesleyan Churches of Uganda would begin to financially and physically support their
pastors. Currently, very few churches are doing this.
-Pray that the Church in Uganda would be able to create a Bible institute (Wesleyan Bible Institute) that will
be sustainable. Pray that individuals and churches would help their pastors who get training with their
transport and food.
-Pray for Rev. Lucas Hamirie, the Bishop of The Wesleyan Church of Uganda. Pray for his health and for
wisdom as he leads the Church.
-Pray for Carol and her team as they work on the Lusamia primer that will help illiterate adults learn to read
and write in their mother tongue. Pray that God would help them finish theprimer and help them as they
prepare to train tutors.
-Pray for wisdom for Fred and Carol as they work with the leaders to develop the national Church into a fully
functional national Church.
Find Fred and Carol Cromer on the Global Partners website at globalpartnersonline.org/missionaries/WM04-
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2016 Advent Worship Team

Youth Group
Wednesdays
6:00 Prayer
6:09-7:15 p.m.
T

Sorry, but the bus is broken! No
rides to or from Wednesday
youth for now.

New in the Church Library

We are looking for an expanded
worship team during this year’s
advent season. We will be preparing
special numbers for each of the
Sunday mornings and for the
Christmas Eve service.
Listening
CD’s for specific parts
are available for those
who would like to join us.
Practices will
be held at 7:30 on Wednesday evenings
starting November 4 and going through the
Christmas Eve Service. There will also be
one practice on Saturday, November 26th,
time TBA.
If you are interested in joining the group, please see
Linda Drake for a book and CD

NEW DVD’S
Hero – Affirm films – Story of a Father
trying to connect with his son though
coaching baseball and getting other father’s
to join in the fight to connect with their sons.

Wednesday Nights
at

Emily Wesleyan

Ring the Bell – Affirm Films – The story of the sports
recruiter who seeks to recruit a remarkable young man
and finds out there is more to life than just playing the
game.
Eyes to See – The short story of a cameraman in Haiti
following the earthquake that puts down his camera to
help and gets more than he bargained for. Also includes a
documentary of the devastation of Haiti from the
earthquake and one groups efforts to make a difference.

5-6 p.m.
Care-N-Share Meal
6:09 p.m. Youth
6:00 p.m. S.A.L.S.A

(Ladies’ group led by Mandi Rooker)

Nursery, Kid’s Club, Prayer Group
7:30 p.m. Worship Team Practice

2016 Advent Season at Emily Wesleyan “We Believe”
The Advent season is fast approaching. It will begin this year on November 27 th. The church
once again this year is putting together a special advent theme. This year’s theme is “We
Believe.” There will be special music by a worship team as well as special readings and videos.
Advent is a great time to invite your friends, family and co-workers to church. The church just
seems to come alive with color, lights and sound during this time. It can be a feast for the
senses.
Keep an eye out in the coming weeks for special invitations that can be mailed or handed out.
Let’s fill our church with our presence and our joy as we celebrate what God will do in and through those who believe.
Week 1: November 27
Week 2: December 4
Week 3: December 11
Week 4: December 18

We Believe: Hope: The Lord is with You (Luke 1:1-25)
We Believe: Peace: Have No Fear (Luke 1:26-38)
We Believe: Joy: Finding God's Way (Luke 1:39-56)
We Believe: Love: That Changes the World (Luke 2:1-20)

Don’t forget to

FALL BACK
Next Saturday evening
November 5

Emily Wesleyan Church
40141 State Highway 6
P.O. Box 153
Emily, MN 56447

A place you can find hope!

