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ope, peace, joy, love; these are
words that are often used to describe the
Christmas/Advent season. You will see these
words in various sayings and many signs
throughout the season. In fact Linda and I
just bought “Love”, “Joy” and “Peace”
decorations from Hobby Lobby to put up in our living room.
How often do we pass these words by without much thought? Yet they are a vital
part of what we believe about Christmas.
Jesus is the hope of the world and he gives us hope for this life and for all
eternity. His birth is the fulfillment of a promise that every committed Jew hoped
for in his life time. His life brought hope to those who were sick and in need of
healing. His death brought the hope of payment for our sin and his resurrection
gives us hope that we to may live eternally with Him.
Jesus came to bring us peace. In fact the Old Testament prophet called him the
Prince of Peace. Though his birth was not at “peaceful” time in history, his life,
death and resurrection would ultimately bring about peace in the hearts of many
people.
Jesus comes and brings us Joy. We sing “Joy to the World” every Christmas to
celebrate what Christ coming means to us. We can have joy because our sins can
be forgiven and that we can live for Christ on this earth and with him for all
eternity.
And of course Jesus is love. Though our world proclaims love as a supreme value
they don’t truly understand what love is. John 3:16 reminds us that “God so loved
the world that he gave his one and only Son that whoever believes in him should
not perish but have eternal life.” God was willing to send his son to die. Jesus
loves us so much he was willing to come and to die for our sins. Now that is love.
Yes, Hope, Peace, Joy and Love are vital to our understanding of Advent and of
our faith. Come and join us as we worship together and look deeper into what
they mean in the Advent season and in our lives.
In Christ,

Pastor Jeff
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Positive Perspective
Part of the joy of the Advent
season is not only the anticipation of this
time of year, but the memories.
For instance, some readers are
old enough to remember when the
Charlie Brown, Rudolph, Frosty, and the
Grinch television specials first arrived.
They’re still around, but now you
probably watch them on a flat screen.
You may remember when Hot
Wheels, the Easy-Bake Oven, and Etch A
Sketch were popular. If you can
remember that, you may also recall
transitioning from Christmas music on
the hi-fi, to 8-track, to cassette, then CD,
and now the iPod. Through the years,
some kids turned away from Hot Wheels
to play with their Atari. Remember when
Cabbage Patch dolls, and the Rubik’s
Cube took the country by storm?
At the movies we transitioned
from such traditional favorites as It’s a
Wonderful Life, White Christmas,

Dad’s Corner
Hey Dad,
The weather has been beautiful with
crisp, sunny days. It’s the perfect time to
get some buttoning up done, Dad. So get
the kids involved and rake leaves
together, weather strip that door you’ve
been meaning to, clean out the garage…
again, put the bicycles away, or cover
the pool (and if you have time, get some
spring flowering bulbs to plant).
Back to the junk in my RV. One of the
things we collected along the way was a
massive, stuffed, cuddly STITCH (from
Lilo and Stitch). My son Jed (8) had been
wanting him for 2 years and had saved
his money to buy the giant RV clutterer…
but didn’t have quite enough when it
came time to check out.
I looked at my wife, and I knew what
she was thinking. She wanted US to help
pay for that BIG thing? Thinking Jed can
barely fit in his bed with all the stuffed
animals he owns already, I wanted to say
no.
But she went on to tell me how he
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by Rev. Ron McClung

and Miracle on 34th Street to Home
Alone, The Santa Clause, Elf, and The
Polar Express.
In the kitchen, memories are
fragrant. Food transitions include
moving from Butterball turkeys to honey
baked ham to organic, free range turkey,
to turducken. Everyone used to have a
live Christmas tree. Even now real
Christmas trees outsell artificial ones by
24.5 million to 10.9 million.
Memories are an important
part of the season. More important than
the toys, movies, TV shows, and food
choices are our spiritual memories.
Perhaps your
memories include
someone reading the Christmas story,
maybe from the King James Version:
“And there were in the same country
shepherds abiding in the field, keeping
watch over their flock by night. And lo
the angel of the Lord came upon them,
and the glory of the Lord shone round

about them: and they were sore
afraid” (Luke 2:8-9).
If you don’t have those
memories, why not create some new
ones? I encourage you between now and
Christmas to read the old story again.
You will find it in the New Testament in
Luke 1 and 2. Additional details, like the
story of the Wise Men, show up in
Matthew 1 and 2.
The readings will remind you
that Christmas is not just about toys,
trees, and movies. It’s about the Baby
who makes all the difference in time and
eternity.
And speaking of memories, it
was 29 years ago this weekend that the
first Positive Perspective appeared in
print.
Ron McClung is the former
district superintendent of the IowaMinnesota district and current assistant
general secretary of the Wesleyan
Church in Fishers, Indiana.

by Todd Wilson
had been wanting him for 2 years…blah Todd Wilson is a dad, writer, conference
blah blah…and he’s so sweet…and he speaker, and former pastor. Check out
loves stuffed animals.
his ministry at www.familymanweb.com
All I could see was the price tag and
why anyone would spend that much
money on a stuffed animal.
Somehow I must have conceded
because that little boy exited the store
with his humongous buddy on his
shoulders…the envy of everyone who
saw him. It was a great moment.
A few minutes ago, I thumb tacked
the price tag to my office wall so I would
never forget that moment, my son, and
what extravagant love looks like.* Now
I’m not saying dads should be that
extravagant all the time…but we should
be every once in a while.
My fellow cheapskate dad, when the
opportunity to show some extravagant
love to your family this next week
appears, grab the STITCH by the ears and
do it.
You ‘da dad
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GLOBAL PRAYER-NET
Weekly Prayer and Praise Page of Global Partners
November 22, 2016

MISSIONARY PRAYER FOCUS
In coordination with Monday Missionary Spotlight on our Facebook page
(facebook.com/globalpartnersonline), we are asking for focused prayer this week for
David and Brenda Babcock, Missionary Wellness Consultants.
David and Brenda Babcock have worked 46 years in ministry in Central and
Eastern Europe while living near to Vienna, Austria. Their present ministry is
much different than their early ministry. They began in the time of the
communist states of Eastern Europe when their main ministry was visiting the
churches and Christians of Eastern Europe in order to secretly bring them
Bibles, children’s materials, and teaching books—smuggling them into each of
the countries.
Since the changes of 1989 and 1990, they can now openly work alongside the churches and their people in missions,
evangelism, and training. For five years they worked with establishing evangelism and ministry teams across Russia,
often traveling there to help those ministries develop. Since that time, they have worked in training, mentoring, and
pastoral care of mission teams scattered in the region from Germany through to the Ukraine and from the Czech
Republic down through the Balkan countries to Bulgaria and Albania.
At the end of May 2015, they moved to the United States. They are based in Colorado but continue to be involved in
training, mentoring, and traveling back to Europe and around the world. They are part of the Wellness Team of Global
Partners with the goal of “amplifying the missionaries so they can amplify the mission.”

Prayer Points from David and Brenda Babcock
Pray for health and safety as we travel to be with various Global Partners missionary teams.
Pray for wisdom as we counsel, with a listening ear.
Pray that we would be an encouragement to our missionaries. “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can
comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive from God” (2 Corinthians 1:3-4 NIV).
Pray for wisdom in knowing what we can handle and what needs to be passed on.
Pray for wisdom in decisions for our family.

Find David and Brenda Babcock on the Global Partners website at
globalpartnersonline.org/missionaries/WM04-0182.
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2016 Advent Season at Emily Wesleyan “We Believe”
Week 1: November 27
We Believe: Hope: The Lord is with You (Luke 1:1-25
Week 2: December 4
We Believe: Peace: Have No Fear (Luke 1:26-38)
Week 3: December 11
We Believe: Joy: Finding God's Way (Luke 1:39-56)
Week 4: December 18 We Believe: Love: That Changes the World (Luke 2:1-20)

Friesner Adoption Shower

Kids’ Club Family Advent Celebration

Sunday, December 4th 12-2 p.m.

Wednesday, December 7, 2016

Potluck Dinner EWC Fellowship Hall

A adoption shower to welcome
Jon & Kate’s new daughters,
Autumn and Summer, and son,
Reggie!!
Let’s gather to
celebrate this happy occasion.
Please bring a potluck dish to share.
Gift suggestions...Menard’s gift cards, $$,
frozen meals, etc.

6:00 p.m.
On this special night, our Kid’s Club kids will be bringing
their parent to enjoy Advent activities. Each child will be
able to “shop” for presents at “Three Wise Men Gifts”
shop, then go to “Stable Wrapping” where the gifts will be readied to
go home. The kids will make cards at “Joseph’s Workshop” and
enjoy goodies at “Bethlehem Bakery”. The evening will include the
reading of a Christmas and a gift for the family to take home.

Youth Group
Wednesdays
6:00 Prayer
6:09-7:15 p.m.

New in the Church Library
The Divine Mentor Wayne Cordeiro “Growing your faith as you sit at
the feet of the Savior.” It is an encouraging and instructional book about
learning from the Holy Scriptures. It includes information on the Life
Journal and Life Groups and a description of the SOAP method as well
as 20/20/20.

2017 Bible Reading Program
For 2017, Pastor Jeff would like to encourage the congregation to begin a Bible reading program together. In
Wayne Cordeiro’s book “The Divine Mentor” he shares a simple program for learning from the Bible. It takes
about 40 minutes a day. Five simple things are needed for this study; a Bible, a Bible reading plan, a pen, a
journal, and a daily planner. Of course the Bible is to read, the reading plan gives information on where to read
for that day. The Bible reading plan will take you through the entire Bible in a year. The pen and journal are to
take notes on what you read. The daily planner is to right down those things that come to mind that you need to do so you can have
fewer distractions. It will also be a place to write action plans for the day that come from your reading.
The journaling will take place in a simple format with the acronym SOAP. It stands for Scripture, Observation, Application, and
Prayer. As you read the scripture for the day you will ask the Holy Spirit to lead you to a Scripture for the day. You will write out the
scripture in your journal. Then you will take some time to write out some Observations about that scripture. From your
observations you will begin to write out Applications to your life. Then as you close the time you will write a Prayer that will go
specifically with what God is asking you for that very day. You will also title the journal page and add it to the title page so you can
find it easier in the future. You may want to go back to do further study, remember where God is leading or you may want to go
back to share with a friend.
One awesome thing about using a Bible reading plan is that we are all reading the same passages together. God may lead people
to different scriptures, observations and applications but we can always ask what you got from your reading today.
More information will be coming in the future. A Bible Reading plan will be set out with some Life Journals so you can look at them
on the Welcome Center. Also some copies of Wayne Cordeiro’s book will be available for purchase.

Life Group

On Sunday January 1, Pastor Jeff will be starting a Life Group on Sunday mornings during
the Sunday School hour. The group will be gathering to study the Scripture together using
the SOAP method. The time will be divided into 20/20/20. Twenty minutes reading the
Scriptures for that day. 20 minutes for observation, application and prayer based on your
chosen passage. Then 20 minutes of sharing what God is teaching you.
This class is for anyone who is interested in learning more from God’s word. You do not have to be a Bible scholar or years of
experience. Just come and let the Holy Spirit lead and guide you. Let the study of others encourage you in your study. Ask the
questions you have about how to study. Share what God is teaching you. Get some encouragement to apply what you are learning
and if you need it accountability.
All you need are a pen, a Bible, a Bible Reading Plan, a Life Journal and a daily planner. Hope to see you there!

Emily Wesleyan Church
40141 State Highway 6
P.O. Box 153
Emily, MN 56447

A place you can find hope!

