
Welcome
to the

Covenant Renewal 
Service



Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed 

be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, and

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 

those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but

deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory for 

ever and ever. Amen



The 
Covenant 
Invitation



Commit yourselves to Christ as His 

servants.  Give yourselves to Him, 

that you may belong to Him.  Christ 

has many services to be done.  

Some are more easy and honorable; 

others are more difficult and 

disgraceful. Some are suitable to our 

inclinations and interests, others are 

contrary to both. 



In some we may please Christ and 

please ourselves. But then there are 

works where we cannot please 

Christ except by denying ourselves.  

It is necessary, therefore, that we 

consider what it means to be a 

servant of Christ.  



My dear friends fix these three 

principles in your hearts:

(1) that things eternal are more 

enduring and real than things 

temporal;

(2) that things not seen are as certain 

as the things that are seen;

(3) that upon your present choice 

depends your eternal destiny. 



Choose Christ and His ways, and 

you are blessed forever;

refuse Him, and you are undone 

forever.

And then, my friends, make your 

choice. Turn either to the right hand 

or to the left; 



Christ with His yoke, His cross, and 

His crown; or the devil with his 

wealth, his pleasure, and his curse. 

Then ask yourselves,

"Self, you see what is before you; 

what will you do?

Which will you have, either the 

crown or the curse? 



If you choose the crown, remember 

that the day you take this, you must 

be content to submit to the cross and 

yoke, the service and sufferings of 

Christ, which are linked to it.

What do you say?

Would you rather take the gains and 

pleasures of sin and risk the curse?



Or will you yield yourself a servant 

to Christ and so make sure the 

crown?" 

Do not delay the matter. If you are 

unresolved, you are resolved.

If you remain undetermined for 

Christ, you are determined for the 

devil.



Therefore, follow your hearts from 

day to day.

Do not rest until this matter is 

settled once and for all.

And see to it that you make a good 

choice.



The 
Covenant 

Confession



LEADER: This is coming to Christ 

as your Priest. And by this you now 

renounce your own righteousness. 

Do you deeply sense your need of 

God’s grace in Christ?

Whether we are already forgiven 

sinners, or still far from God, let us 

confess together our total 

dependence on Him



PEOPLE: We acknowledge a deep 

sense of our need. We see ourselves as 

sinners in need of a Savior. The Spirit 

of God has awakened us, for we have 

cried out, “Lord, where am I?”

Is there no hope of escaping from this 

wretched state? I am but dead, if I 

continue as I am. What can I do to be 

saved?" 



LEADER: Being made aware of 

his sin and his danger, a sinner will 

look for help and deliverance, but 

he will look everywhere else before 

he looks unto Christ. 

Nothing will bring a sinner to Christ 

but absolute necessity.

He will try to forsake his sins. 



He will go to prayers, and sermons, 

and sacraments and search out if 

there is salvation in them. 

But all these, though they be useful 

in their places, are of no help.

His duties cannot help him; these 

may be numbered among his sins. 



Ordinances cannot help; these are 

but empty cisterns. They all tell 

him, "You knock at a wrong door; 

salvation is not in us." 

Do you now utterly despair of your 

own goodness, or do you trust in 

anything but Christ?



PEOPLE: Lord, be merciful to me. 

What shall I do? I dare not remain 

as I am, and I cannot help myself. 

My praying will not help me. My 

hearing will not help me. 

If I give all my goods to the poor, if 

I should give my body to be burned, 

all this would not save my soul. 

Woe is me. What shall I do? 



LEADER: You must let your sins 

go. You must let your righteousness 

go. Christ came not to call the 

righteous, but sinners to repentance. 

He came to seek and to save those 

that are lost. 

Friends, will you now risk 

yourselves for Christ?

You have this threefold assurance:



First, God’s initiative.

He has taken the first move. God the 

Father has appointed and sent Christ 

into the world to save sinners.

Jesus Christ is the One whom God 

the Father has made our Savior. He 

is redeeming and reconciling the 

world to himself.



Second, God’s command.

This is His commandment, that we 

should believe on the name of His 

Son, Jesus Christ. 

Third, God’s promise.

"Behold, I lay in Zion a chief 

cornerstone, elect, precious; and 

whoever believes on him shall not be 

disappointed.



Now, because we have this 

threefold assurance of God’s 

initiative, command, and promise, 

we may now be bold to risk 

everything for Christ and to make 

ourselves totally available to Him. 



LEADER and PEOPLE:

Lord Jesus, here I am, a lost creature, 

an enemy to God, under His wrath 

and curse. 

Will You, Lord, take me as I am, 

reconcile me to God, and save my 

soul?

Do not refuse me, Lord, for if You 

refuse me, to whom then shall I go? 



If I had come in my own name, You 

might well have ignored me; but since 

I come at the command of the Father, 

do not reject me.

Lord, help me. Lord, save me.

I come, Lord. I believe, Lord. I throw 

myself upon Your grace and mercy.

I trust Your saving death alone to save 

me. 



Do not refuse me. I have nowhere 

else to go. Here I will stay.

I will trust You, and rest in You, 

and risk myself for You.

On You I lay my hope for pardon, 

for life, for salvation. 



If I perish, I perish on Your shoulders.

If I sink, I sink in Your ship.

If I die, I die at Your door.

Do not bid me to go away, for I will 

not go.



Leader: Confirm this by a holy 

covenant.  To make this covenant a 

reality in your life, listen to these 

admonitions:

First, set apart some time, more than 

once, to be spent alone before the 

Lord; in seeking earnestly God’s 

special assistance and gracious 

acceptance of you; 



even if you have already given your 

life to Christ.

Consider what your sins are. Consider 

the laws of Christ, how holy, strict and 

spiritual they are, and whether you, 

after having carefully considered 

them, are willing to choose them all. 

Be sure you are clear in these matters; 

see that you do not lie to God. 



Second, be serious and in a spirit of 

holy awe and reverence. 

Third, claim God’s covenant, rely on 

God’s promise of giving grace and 

strength, so you can keep your 

promise.  Trust not your own strength 

and power.

Fourth, resolve to be faithful.  



You have given to the Lord your heart. 

You have opened your mouth to the 

Lord and you have dedicated yourself 

to God. 

With God’s power, never go back! 

And last, be prepared to renew your 

covenant with the Lord.

Open your hearts, then, to the Lord as 

we pray:



The 
Covenant 

Prayer



O righteous God, for the sake of your 

Son, Jesus Christ, forgive my 

unfaithfulness in not having done 

your will, for you have promised 

mercy to me if I turn to you with my 

whole heart.

I do here covenant with you,

O Christ, to take my lot with you as it 

may fall. 



Through your grace I promise that 

neither life nor death shall part me 

from you.

I make this covenant with you,

O God, without guile or reservation.

If any falsehood should be in it, guide 

me and help me to set it aright. 



And now, O glorious and blessed 

God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

you are mine, and I am yours.

So be it! 

And Let this covenant I have made 

on earth be ratified in heaven.


